MALL OF AMERICA
General Information
The Mall of America, located at the intersection of Interstate 494 and Highway 77, opened on August 10, 1992.  It is the largest fully enclosed retail and entertainment complex in the United States.  Mall hours vary depending which area you plan to visit.

The size alone will awe a first-time visitor.  It covers 4.2 million square feet, 2.5 million of that is devoted to retail space.  This means that it is five times larger than Red  Square, or the gardens surrounding Buckingham Palace would fit inside the Mall.

Anchor Stores
There are four anchor stores for the Mall of America.  They are Bloomingdale's, Macy's, Nordstrom and Sears.

Bloomingdale's covers 210,000 square feet and features a sophisticated, urban design.  The roof's center features and 18 foot pyramidal skylight.  They also have a unique play area in the children's department  featuring child-sized cars and video monitors, as well as games and puzzles to entertain your children while shopping.

Macy's covers 280,000 square feet and made it's Upper Midwest debut at Mall of America.  Specialty services include a hospitality room, bridal registry, coat check service and personalized fashion consultants for men and women.

Nordstrom covers 220,00 square feet and offers a wide selection of fine quality apparel, shoes and accessories for men, women and children.  It is the largest independently owned fashion specialty store in American.  Nordstrom remains committed to its founding principles of quality, value, selection and service.

Sears covers 188,000 square feet and is the largest of the 14 Sears stores in the state of Minnesota and the ninth Sears store to open in the Twin Cities.  Sears opened its first retail store in 1925.  The Sears store at Mall of America features size in-store superstores.

There are also nearly 400 specialty stores including Oshmans SuperSports, Everyday Hero, Marshall's and Filene's Basement.  More than 100 retailers are new to the Twin Cities.

Entertainment Options
The entertainment possibilities seem endless.  Knott's Camp Snoopy is a seven acre entertainment theme park with more than 50 rides, attractions and venues.  The LEGO Imagination Center offers a 6,446 square foot LEGO showplace containing a four-level fantasy LEGO factory and free play areas.  A two-level 18 hole miniature golf course and a 14 screen move theater can also be found in the mall.

The entertainment district includes restaurants, night clubs, sports bars, live music venues and comedy venues.  To name a few:  Gatlin Brothers Music City & Grille - a show bar and restaurant , America Live - which features four different venues:  America's Original Sports Bar, Ltl Ditty's, Players Restaurant and Puzzles.  Other full service restaurants include Alamo Grill, Boogie's Diner, Napa Valley Grille and Tucci Bennuch.  Besides the entertainment district, there are many "fast food" type restaurants in the food court located at the mall.  There you can get anything from a hot dog to stir fry or a hamburger to a burrito, the choices are many!

The Mall of America is also open daily for mall walking at 7:00 a.m.  Mall walking club members can track miles between 7:00 a.m and 10:00 a.m. daily and 6:00 - 9:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.

Even though the Mall of America is the largest retail and entertainment center in the United States, guests find it user-friendly and inviting.  There are 44 public escalators and 17 public elevators.  The Mall also has 10 sets of handicapped-accessible restrooms, use of free wheelchairs and minimal cost electric convenience vehicles which are available at all guest services desks.  There is also U S WEST Cellular phone and pager rental available.

Guest Services
Also include are "family rooms" where dads or moms can change  the baby.  The four rooms, accessible to both men and women, give parents the privacy to feed or change a child.  Baby supplies are also available for purchase.

There are eight Guest Service Centers located at all main entrances, representatives are available to answer questions about the mall and provide directions, information and services to guests.  Service amenities available at Guest Service Centers include:

Messaging services

Foreign language interpretation

Tenant information, including employment availability

Strollers

Wheelchairs

Electronic Convenience Vehicles

Lockers

Lost and Found

Nearby restrooms and vending machine areas

Automatic teller machines

Telephones, including telephone devices for the deaf

Directories

Shopping Bags

Mall of America has free covered parking for 12,750 vehicles.  No parking space is more than 300 feet from an entrance, and each anchor store has adjacent surface-level parking.  In addition, other parking is available at Med Center and an adjacent lot.

If you prefer to ride the bus, MTC offers daily express service from both downtown Minneapolis and St. Paul every half hour.  An airport shuttle from the Minneapolis/St. Paul International Airport runs every half hour.  Additionally, many suburban bus systems have established regular Mall of America routes.

Mall of America - Phase II Plans
In the future, look forward to additions that will make Mall of America even more accessible and exiting.  These plans include the Underwater Word aquarium, an on-site hotel and the further development of the on-site school, Metropolitan Learning Alliance.

Metropolitan

Learning Alliance:
Mall of America's Metropolitan Learning Alliance opened an adult education program in the fall of 1992.  Plans are in the works for a K-12 school, in conjunction with five local school districts.

Underwater World:
A planned 1.2 million gallon walk-through aquarium will take visitors on an underwater tour of the freshwater lakes of the region from the Mississippi River to the Gulf of Mexico.

Hotel:


Two major on-site hotels are planned for the north side of the Mall.

